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E PHts. 4. 13. 
Till we all come inthe unitie of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Sonne of God,unto a perfeft man,un- 
ts the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulnefe of Chriſt, 


G23 Hen the Lords 4rke was to ſet 
” forward, the forme of prayer 
@) uſed by 215ſes, was ; *Riſe up, Num, 10, 
2? Lord, and lit thine enemies 3" 
Ru be ſcattered; and let thera that 
LY bate thee, flee before thee, The 
7 {weere Pſalmiſt of Iſracl, fra- 
to this ground, beginneth the 


heaven,and made the very ſpring from whence rhe 
matter of my preſent Text is derived, leadethusto 
the juſt application of the type tothe truth,and put- 
tethus in minde, that the removing of the Arke, 

A3 which 


2 | p —_——_ Preached 


G———s 


which gaveoccaſionto the penning of this Palme, 

was an adumbration of our Saviours removeal] 

from the Earth to Heaven; and that by this abſence 

ofhis,we areno loſers, bur gainers,ſ{eeing hee is aſ- 

cended up on high, both totruumph over his and our 

focs, [ hee led captivitie captive | and to conferre 
benefits upon his friends [he gave gifts unto men.) 

JHeb.9.9, Thed4 Arkeof the Covenant(weknow)was arpoin. 

eHeb.12.24+ tedtobea figure of © /e/as the Mediator of the new Co- 

venarnt : the great King, Prophet, and Prieft of his 

Church, Therefore was it ordered, thatthe Arke 

ſhould have a crowne of gold about it: (Exod. 37.2,) 

than which, what could be more fit to ſet forth the 

are of our King ? for thus we ſee Jews crowned with 

glory and honour (Heb.2.9.)Vpon the Ark ſtoed the 

Propitiatorie or Mercic-feate, whence God did u{ 

to deliver his Oracles from betwixt the Cherubins: 

than which,what more lively repreſentation could 

there be of the Prophetzcall office of our Saviour > 

of whom it is written : God hath zn theſe lafl dayes [po- 

ken unto s by bis Sonne. (Heb.1i.2.) The Arke had 

both the Rod and the Tables ofthe Law,by Gods ap- 

pointment placed within it : than which what could 

be more apt to expreſlethe ſatisfaction, which our 

hieh Prieſt was to make unto his Fathers juſtice, as 

well by his Paſsfve as by his 4Five obedience > for 

FE-5345) as he feltthe ſtroke of the Rod for us, that f the cha- 

fliſement of our peace being laid upon him, with his 

© Math.3. 15. frepes we might be healed : (08 ir behooved himallo to 

&5.17 Ffuifellthe Law and all righteogſneſſe; that ſo he might 

hRom-19-4-1:b rhe end of the Law for rightcouſneſſe to every one 

that beleeveth. The letter of the Law being not 
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L more certainely to be found withinthe Arke, than 
I the accompliſhment thereof within bim : according 
- 


to thar which he ſpake by the holy Prophet, * 7z the iPH.40,>,2; 
volume of the booke it # written of mee, that 1ſhould doe 09% | 

l thy will,O Goa : yea, thy Law # Within my heart, 

C The Arke had many removes fro: place to place, 
whiles it ſojourned in the Tabernacte:bur was brought 

- up at laſt into the Texp/e, there to dwell upon God's 

- holy Hill ; the place of which hee himſclfe had ſaid, 


$ k This is my reſt for ever; here will I dyell, for Thavea 

(> delizht therein, Where, at firſt entry, King Salomon x - 
) ſtood ready to enterraine him withrhis welcome, L4. 11bid.yert's, 
c riſe,O Lord God imtothy reſting place, thou, and the Arke FF 
t of thy ſtrength : Let thy Prieſts, O Lord God, beclothed 

{ with ſalvation: and let thy Saints rejoyce in goodneſſe, 

ſe Our bleſſed Saviour, in the dayes of his fleſh,hadno 

S: reſting place, but continually ® went about doing, a&.10.38, 
Id god : untill at length ® he was received up into Hea- L 

[2 ven,and fate ontheright hand of G o v, For when he * 1019, 
0 had ended his progretſe upon Earth, and® finithed 91oh.17.4. 
id there that worke which his Father had given Þim to 

P- doe; he? left the world,and went to his Father; ma- prob 16,28, 
Id king his laſt remove unto the high Court of Heauen, and 19-30. 
Ur qyhere he is to rcf1de untill the time of the refticuti- q aa.z.21 
as on of all things.” The T«zple of GOD was opened in Hen. *Rev. 11.19, 
Ir ven, and there was ſeene im his Temple the Arke of his 

4- Teftament,laith S.iobn inthe Apocalypſe. It welooke 

Js to the corporall preſence of our Saviour;inthe Tem- 

to ple of Heaven muſt this Arke be foughr for, in no 0- 

ar thers place is it to be found : bur if wee iooke tothe 

ne vertue comming from him, by the operation of his 

Ot Word and Spirit ; {o we ſhall finde him in his Temple 
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CMat,z8.20, upon earth, © preſent with vs alwayes, even untothe 
end of the world : for,theſe were the gifts that, when 
he aſcended into Heaven, he did beſtow upon men, 
ePſal.68,18, This the Prophet layeth downe thus ; * Thou haſt af- 
cended up on high : thou haſt received gifts for men, The 
uEpheſ.4.8, Apoſtleciteth it thus : * When be aſcended up on high, he 
gave gifts unto men. The reconciliationis caſte: He re. 
ceived thoſe gifts, not to retaine them with himſclfe, 
but todiſtribute them for the behoofe of his Church, 
So for the Spjris,S. Peter teacheth us, Act. 2, 3 3.There- 
fore being by the right hand of God exalted, [there is his 
aſcending up on high] ana having received of the Fa- 
ther the promiſe of the ho!y Ghoſt.,[there is his recciving] 
he hath ſhed forth this which ye now ſee and heare, [there 
is hisgiving of this gift unto men. JAnd for the Mini. 
ſtery of the pord,he himſclte intimaterh as much in his 
Commiſſion, given to the Apoſtles, Mat. 28.18, 19, 
All power t given unto mee in heaven and incarth: 
[there he recceiveth?] Goe yee therefore, and teach all nati- 
x Fpteſ.4.11. o25:[therehe giveth this gift unto men]*He gave ſome 
" 4poſiles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evanzeliſts, and 
ſome Paſtors & Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints: 
ſaich our Apoſtle here,' That hereinalfo that might be 
fulfilled, which we heard to have beene uttered, when 
y 2 Chron.16: the Arke was brought to his reſting place :?, Zef thy 
Pl132.9.16 Prieſts,O Lord God,be cloathed with ſatvation,and let thy 
Saints reievce in gooantle. 
The worke of the Miniftery,how meanely ſocver it be 
eſteemed inthe World ; yer inthe eſtimation of our 
Saviour Chriſt, was one of the choyſeſt gifts, thar in 
zEpheſ.4.10, this ſolemnity of his triumphant®* aſcending up far a- 
bove all heavens, hee thought fit to beſtow upon his 
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| Churchhere upon earth : as that which tended both 


to the « perſeiZing of the Saimts, and to'theedifjing of * Ibidver.12y 


his owne 6ody.For asbit hath pleaſed the Father,zhaz 
in him all falneſſe [howld dwell: fo the Sonis alle plea- 
{ed,notto hold it any diſparagament, that © bs Body, 
the Church;ſhould be accounted the falnef/e of hins 


| that filleth all in all, That howſoever in himſclfc he be 
. moſt abſolutely and perfely compleate; yetis his 
| Church ſo neerely conjoyned unto him.that he hol- 


deth not himſelfe full without it : but as long as any 
-one member remaineth yet ungathered and unknic 
unto this myſticall body of his, he accounteth, inthe 


. meanetime, ſomewhat to bee deficient in himſelfe. 


And therefore our Apoſtle having,irithe words im. 
mediately going before this Text, declared, that the 


b, Col.1.1 3 


<Ephal.1, 2N 


Miniftery was inſtituted for #he earfying of the bodie af 


 Chriſt,addeth preſently, T#l/ we all come inthe anitie 


of the faith,and of che knowledge of the Soune of 'G O D, 
unto a perfect man, uuto the mee/ure of the ftature' of the 


fulneſſe of Chriff, 


In which words we may obſerve aſwell the Afarter 


- of this Building [We «{l]as the Srrufare of it;S& fur- 


theralſo conſider inthe StruQture, þrf,the laying of 
the foundation [ 1» the unitie of the faith,” and of the 
knowledge of the Sonne of God] ſecondly the bringing of 
the worke to perfeQion,& rhe raiſing of it to his juſt 
height [antoa perfei? men, unto the meaſure of the ſite 
ture of the fulneſſe of Chrif.] = 
The Matter then ofthis ſpirituall edifice (that we 


may begin with that)are ee our ſelves. 4 Te alſo as 41Pet-2.5, 


lively ſtones, are built up a ſpiritaall houſe : ſaith Saint 
Peter. To this Saint Paw! doth here adde a noteof 
B _ © , »Vnivers 
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E1 Qor,12, 
AZs 


Vaiverſalitie [W-zn A x 1:Jasſutingbeſt with the 


rature of the Catho/ick or. Vniverſall Church, which 
is that body.of Chriſt, of the edifying whereof he here 
treateth:of which therefore hetelleth us more plain- 
ly inanother place;that « by one Spirit we ere all. bapti- 
ved into one boaze; whether wee bee ewes or.Gentites, 
whether we be bond or free. For the Catholick Church 
is. notto be —_—_ inany. oneangle or quarter of 
the world : but among all that in every place call upou 
the Name of 1efwes Chyiſt our Lord, both theirs and ours, 
{(x.Corinthians r.2.) Therefore to their Lord and 


Feſal,2,9, Ours was itlaid ; # Aske of mee, and 7 will give thee the 
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Heathen for thine inheritance, and the #ttermoſt parts 
of the earth for thy poſſefsion;& tothis myſticall body, 
the Catholique Church: accordingly, 57 will bring 
thy ſeed from the Eaſt, and gather thee from the weſt: 
Twill ſay to the North,give up; «nd tothe South,” Keeps 
wot backe bring my ſonnes f/om farre, and my daughters 
fram the ends. of the earth , even every one that #-calied 
by my name. 

Thus muſt we conceive of the-Catholick Church, 
as of one. entire body;made up by the colleftion and 
aggregation of allthe Faithfull unto the unitie there- 
of: from-which union there ariſeth unto every. one 
of them ſuch a relationto, ..and a dependance: upon 
the Church Catholique, as parts uſe to have in re- 
IpeR oftheir whole, Whereupon it followeth, that 
neyther particular perſons, nor-particular  Chur- 
ches, are to worke as ſeverall divided bodycs by 
themſclves ( which is the ground of all Schiſme,) 
but are to teach, and to bee taught, and to doe all 
other Chriſtian duties, as parts conjoyned _ 

the 
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the whole, and members of the ſame Common- 
wealth or corporation; and therefore the Biſhops of 
the ancient Church, though they had the govermet 
of particular Congregations onely. committed unto 
them, yet inregard of this communion which they 
held with the Yniverſall, did uſually take to them- 
ſelves the title of Brſhops of the Cathelick Church, 
Which maketh ſtrongly aſwell againſt the new Sepe- 
ratifs,as the old Denariſfts:who either hold ita thing 
»not much materiall, ſo they profeſle the faith of b A«gu/in; 
Chriſt, whether they doe it in the Catholick Com- 24% Wm 
munion, or out of it;or elſe which is-worſc)dote ſo tereſlecrcden= 
much uponthe perfe&tis of their own part that they quires vane 
refuſe to.joyne in fellowſhip with the reſt ef the bo- Chriſtianus 
dy of Chriſtians;as if they themſelves were the one. 7590 Ber- 
ly peopleof God, and all wiſedome muſt live and parte Donati 
die withthem and their generation, + oy g—_ 

And herein, of all others, doe our- Romanifts inde — 
moſt fearefully offend; .as being the authors of the tholictmne- 
moſt cruel! ſchiſme, that.cver hath been ſeene in the 9 _ 
Charch of God. , Thoſe. infamous ſchiſmes of the Cs 238. _ 
Nowatians and Donatiſtswere pur petty rents,in com- ——___ 
pariſon of this huge ruprture,which hath pulled aſun- tered ubi 6x 
der Eaſt and Welt, North and South;and growne to dem Chriſti 

x 2neremus: ſed 

ſucha head at home,that in ourweſterr parts(where gratias Domi- 
this faction was ſo-prevalent)it hath for diverſe ages 99,quinos? 
paſt beene eſteemed Catbelicke, :Inthe 17." of the legir,& hoc 
Revelation we have a Womar deſcribed unto us, fit- —_ me 
ting upon /ever moantarnes, and upon many Wakers; unitate cola 
The omar is there expounded to be i that great City | m——_— 
which reigneth over the Kings of the earth. The ſeven ", 
mountains upon which that City ſate,needed not to 
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{1kid-verſ[.5, 


MA Gal,4 «2G, 


be expounded: every childe knew what was meant 


kIbid.ver,15, thereby. The waters are interpreted* peoples, and 


multitudes,and natiens,end tongues, Which is that ve- 
ry Vniverſalitie and Catholiciſme that the Roma- 
niſts are wont ſo muchto brag of, For,this Womas is 
the particular Church of Rome , the City-Chnrch , 
which they call the Afother-Church, the holy Ghoſt 
ſtileth the Mother of harlots and abominations of the 
earth. Thoſe peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
#ougues, areſuch as this proud City reigneth over : 
the Catho/ick- Roman Church they are commonly 


pa1b,v.3.8 7 called by themſelves, Butby the holy Ghoſt, ® the 


Beaft upon which the Woman litteth, 

This #9man is the Head of the faction,and the 'ye- 
ry Mother ofthis ſchiſm:the Beaſ,that is to ſay,they 
that ſuffer themſelves to bee thus ridden by her, are 
her abbettors and ſupporters in it.For the particalar 
Charch of Rome (not being contentto bee a fellow- 
member with the reſt of the Churches of Chriſt, 8& 
to havea joynt dependance with them upothe whole - 
body of the Church Catholick,* which # the Mather 
of us alt) will needs goe out of herranke;and,fcorning 
any longer to beaccounted one of the branches of the 
Catholick Church, would faine be acknowledgedto - 
be the root of it:fothat now all other Churches muſt 
holdtheir dependanceupon it, or otherwiſe be caſt 
forth as withered branches,whichare fit onely to be 
throwne into the fire,and burned. The wiledome of 
God foreſaw this infolency long before hand : and 
thereforecauſeda Caveatto beentred againſt it,even 
in that Epiſtle which was ſpecially directed to the 
Church of Romeit ſelte, The words are plain enough, 
Rom, 
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Rom.11.18.1/ thou boaſt , thoa beareſt not the root, but 
the root thee. The Church of Rome therefore muſt 
know that ſhee is no more a root to beareup othet 
Churches,than other Churches are to beare up her : 


ſhe may not goe beyond her line, and boaſt her ſelfe 


to be the yooze of the Catholick Church,butbecon- 
tented to be born herſelfe by the roor,afwell as other 
particular Churches are. For aſtreamto lever it ſelfe 
from the common Fountaine, that it may bee coun- 
ted a Fountaine it ſelfe,without dependance upon a- 
ny other; is the next way to make an end of it, and 
dry itup, The Church of Rexze may doe welltothink 
of this,and leave off her vaine boaſting,*7 /iz a Qneen, 
and am no widow ard ſhall ſee noforrow, Other Chur- 
ches may faile, and the gates of hell may prevaile a- 
eainſtthem:but itcannorfall our ſo with me. Where. 
as ſhe might remember, thatthey were Romans, un- 
ro whom the Apoſtle ſs long ſince gave this admo- 


9Rey.r8.7, 


nition. ? Be not bigh minded,but feare.For if God ſpared py Rom.1 1, 
wot the naturall branches, take heed left he alſo ſpare nor $2337 


thee. Behold therefore the gooaneſſe and ſeverity of God : 
on them which fell, ſeveritie, but towards thee,goodneſſe, 
if thor continue in his gooanege : otherwiſe T nou A. 
$o Syarr Br CUT Orr, 

The Romances therefore by their pride may get a 
fall,as well as others;and the Church of Romeby in- 
fidelity may becut off, aſwell as any other congrega- 
tion: and yet the Catholick-Church ſubſiſt tor all 
that, as having for her foundation neither Roxe, nor 
Rom's Biſhop, but Teas Chriſt, the Sonne of the li- 
ving God. And yet this proud Dame and herdaugh. 
ecrs, the particular Church of 8ome I meane,& that 
bo which 
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q Subefſe Ro- 
mano Ponti- 
Kei omni hu - 
wang crea- 
turx declaras 
mus,dicimus, 
rRefinimus, 6 
Pronunclamus 
Omnino elle 
cle neceffitate 
rtalutis. Bonifa, 
Jill.im Ex= 
iraas , De 
majoritate & 
obedientia, 
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-- a ſan- ches)in Europe? W hat ol the e/Zoypt zan and e/Ethj0pte 


whichthey call the.Carholicke. Rowzane (or the faction 
rather that prevaileth in them both)havein theſe lat. 
ter ages confined the whole Church of Chriſt with- 
1athemſelves, and excluded all others that were nor 
under the Romane obedience, as aliens from the 
Common-wealth of Iſracl, and ſtrangers from the 
covenants of promiſe, The Doxatiſts were cryed out 
againſt by our forefathers, : for ſhutting up the 
Church within the parts of the Sawth, 8& rezecting all 
others that held not correſpondency with that patch 
ofthcirs: And could they thinke-wellthen of them, 
that ſhould conclude the Church within the wefterne 
parts ofthe world, and exclude all other Chriſtians 


from the body of Chriſt, thatheld by the ſame root 


therethat they did-2 .Ir.is aſtravge thing to me, that 
wiſe men ſhould. make. ſuch large diſcourſes of the 
Cathelique Church,and bring ſo-many teſtimonies to 
provethe Vniverſalitie ofit:& not.diſcern,thatwhile 


| by this means they think they have gotten a great 
 viRtoryover us.,they-have in very truth overthrowne 


themſelves;for when.it cometh to thepoint,in ftead 
of the Cathalick, Church which confifterh of the 
communion of all nations, they obtrude their owne 
pecce unto us: circumſcribing the Church of Chriſt 
within the precin&s ofthe .Romyſþ juriſdiction,and 
lcaving all the world beſide to the power of Sathan , 
for with them it is a reſolved caſe;that4yo every crea- 
ture it i altogether of neceſcitie to ſalvation, to be ſub- 
ject to the Romane Biſhop. 

What muft then becomeof the poore Ho/covites 
and Grecians (to lay nothing of the reformed Chur- 
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an. Churches in Afick>what of the great companies 
of Chriftians ſcattered over all 4fis,even from Cox- 
fantinepleunto the Eaft Indies, which have and ftill 
doe endure more affiictions and preiſures for the 
Name of Chrift, than they have ever done, that 
would be accounted the onely friends of Chriſt ? 
Muſt theſe; becauſe they are not the Popes ſubjects, 
be therefore denied to be Chriſt's ſubjeRs 2 Becauſe 
they are not under the obedience of the Remane 
Church, doethey thereupon forfait the eſtate which 
they claime in the Catholick Church, out of which 
there is no falvation?Muſt we giveall theſefor gone, 
and conclude; that they are certainely damned>They 
who talke ſo much of the Carho/zck Church; bur in- 
deed ftand for their owne particular, muſt of force 
inke as low in #ncharitableneſſe, as they have thruſt 
themſelves deep in ſchi/aze:we who talke lefle of the 
Vniverfalitie of the Church, but hold the truth of ir, 
cannet finde inour hearts to paſſe ſuch a bloudy ſen- 
tence upon ſo many poore ſoules; that have given 
their Names to Chriſt, He whoſe pleaſure it wasto 
ſpread the Churches feed ſofarre, ſaid to'Eaſt, Welt, 
North, and South;Gzve :'it isnot for us then to fay ; 
Reepe backe, He hath given to his Sonne the hearbem 
for bis inheritance,” and the uttermoft parts of the earth 
for ha poſſeſs:0n:wee for our parts dare nor abbridge 
this grant,and limit this great Lordfhip, as'we con- 
ceive it may beſt fit our owneturnes; but leave it - 
to-his owne latitude, ſeek forthe Catholick Church 
neyther inthis part nor inthar pecce, but (as it hath 

beene before ſaid in the words of the: Apoſtle ) 


among r all chat in every plice call upon the Name of ©1 Cor.1.2, 


leſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, both theirs and onrs. 

Yea, but how can this be, will ſome ſay, ſeeing 
the Catholicke Church is butoxe : and the principall 
FEccdefiaex reaſon forwhich it is accounted one,is © the wnztie of 
Cn the faith profeſſed therein?How then can this unitie 
gatur : 6ra- of faith bee preſerved in all places, ifone ſpecial! 
tur,proprer us Clurch be not ſet as a Miſtreſſe over all the reſt,and 
' nitatem Gdei- Onecniefe Biſhop appointed fora Maſter over all 0s 
45 hor Com- CAETS, by whom in matters of faith every one muſt 
wg be ruled > And outof ſuch different profeſſions, as 
7/423, Are to bee found among the divided Chriſtians in 

thoſe ſeverall parts ofthe world, how can there bee 
fit matter drawne for the making up of one Vniver- 
ſall Church 2 To this I anſwer(and fo paſſe from the 
Matter of the Building, tothe SzrudFare) that 1tis 
tEpheC,4.5,1 moſt true-indeede, that in the Church there is* oxc 
Lord, one Faith,one Baptiſme : for ſo we are taught by 
the Apoſlle in this chapter.But yet,ig the firſt place, 
itis to beconfidered,that this wzrie of the fazth muſt 
be compaſſed by ſuch meanes as God hath ordained 
for the procuring of it, and not by any politicke 
trickes of mans deviſing, Now for the bringing of 
us all to this «rity of the faith,the Apoſtle heretelleth 
« Ibid,y,11- US, that Chriſt® gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 
aud ſome Evangeliſts, and (ome Paſtors and Teachers. 
If he had thought that the maintenance of this «nite 
did depend upon the {ingularitic of any one Apoſtle, 
or Paſtor,or Teacher : is it to be imagined, that hee 
would have overſlipped ſuch a fingular perſon(even 
inthat very place where, of all others, Las preſence 
was moſt requiſite)and runne altogether,as he doth, 
uponthe plurall number? | 
| Tiat 
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That the multitude of Teachers diſperſed overthe 
world, without any ſuch dependencie or correſpon- 
dencie, ſhould agree together in laying the foundati- 
ons of the ſame taith,is a ſpecial worke of Gods Spi- 
rit. Anditis * the #nzty of the Spirit which the Apoſtle 
here ſpeaketh of;and exhorteth us to keepe in the bod . 
of peace, Whereas the unity of which our aduerfaries , _—_— 
boaſt ſomuch ( which is nothing elſe but a wilfull ef, impieratis 
ſuffering ofthemſeives to be led blind-fold by one —_— 
man, who commonly is more blinde than many of 5x nonut 
themſclves)is no fruit of the Spiree, but of meere car- IT 

4 posſed ur An- 
nal policie : and may ſerve peradventure for a boyd of rift feet 
peace betwixt themſelves and their owne partje(ſuch ——_ 
as! the Prieſts of Amtzchrift were to have,and as ma- Tu, . , 
ny as would bee content to yeeld themſelves tothe ox oi 
condu@ of ſuch a Commander)but hath proved the 4% 777? = 
greateſt block thatever ſtood in the way, for giving a,977%%_" 
impediment ro the peace and unity of the univerſall «2niz; g 
Church,which here we looke after, And therefore * © poxcpt T's 
Nitus Archbiſhop of Theſſe/onics, entring into the Read oi 
conſideration of the originall ground of that long # 55:25 

continued ſchiſme, whereby the Weſt ſtanderh as - - cen 
yet divided from the Eaſt, and the Latin Churches DEST 
from the Grecke,wrotea whole booke purpoſely of 777517"%* 
this argument, wherein he ſheweth, * chat there « no a hy 7 
other cauſe to be aſsigned of this diſtrattion, but that the *? aus 
Pope wil not permit the cogniſanceof the controver ſie un- _ oY 
70 4 generall Councell, but will needs fit himſelfe a4 the 4- TiC Touts 


lone Teacher ef the point in queſtion,es have others hear- '* ve 


51/3 
, : ; wu Tu5 NS avs 
ken unto him as if they were his Schelars:and that this is & vavurav 
contrary beth to the ordinances, ana the prattice of the #2 v=% 
: ous DE - DOT KiolTL46 <= 
HAV; OTE T5 TORE TON )9TpL97 TH @ToS0UALDy v TATA Yopray end Sorts 
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Apoſiles and the Fatheys, Neither indeedis there any 
hope,that ever we ſhall ſcea generall peace,for mat- 
ters of Religion, ſetled in the Chriſtian world, as 
longas this ſupercitious Maſter ſhall bee ſuffered to 
keepe this rule in Gods houſe: how much ſoever he 
be magnified by his owne Diſciples, and made the 
onely foundation upon which the unitic of the Ca- 
tholick Church dependeth. 

Now1n the next place, for the further opening of 
the anztie of the faith,we are to call unto minde the di- 


23 Cor.3.10, Rinction w®* the Apoſtle maketh betwixt ® the foun- 


11,12, 
b Heb,G:1; 


$ Fpheſ.4.7, 


dation,8 that which is bxilded therewpon:betwixithe 
principles of the doitrine of Chriſt, and that which he 
calleth perfed7ion, The anitie of the faith &- of the know- 
ledge of the Son of God here ſpoken of, hath reference 
(as we heard)to the foundation:as that which follow- 
cth ef @ perfet? man;and the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
falneſſe of C hriftco the ſuper ſtirueion and per fetiop, It 
the former there is a generall y#it;e among all truc 
beleevers:in the latter,a great deale of varzetze;there 
being ſeverall degrees of perfei7z0z to be found in ſe- 
verall perſons, © according to the meaſure of the gift of + 
Chriſt. Sowelſcein a materiall building, that Rill 
there is but one foundation,though great diſparity be 
obſerved in ſundry parts ofthe ſuperſtruftion:ſome 
rooms are high, ſome.lowe,ſome darke, ſome lights 
ſome,ſome more ſubſtantially, ſome more ſlightly 
builded, andintra& of time ſome. prove more rut- 
nous than others; yet all of them bclong to one buil- 
ding,as long as they hould together, and ſtand upon 
the ſame foundation. And even thus 1s it in the ſpiri. 


tuall Building alſo ; whether wee reſpect the ou 
ca 
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call part off Chriſtianitie, or the incelleuad, 

In the pratFical{ we {ce wonderfull grear difference 
berwixt Chriftian and Chriſtian: ſome by Gods 
mercy attaine to a higher meaſure of perfe&tion,and 
keepethemſelves unſpottedfrom the comon corrup- 
tions of the world; others watch not ſo carcfully o- 
ver their wayes,and lead not fuchſtridt lives,but are 
oftentimes overtaken and fall fowly : that heewho 
lookethnpon the one andthe other, would hardly 
thinke that one Heaven ſhould receive the both, But 
alchough the one doth fo farre outſtrip the: other in 
the practice ofnew Obedience(whichis the Chriſti- 
an mans'race) yet are there certaine fundamentall 


principles, in which they both concurre; as 4 a de- 4Nek.r-rr; 


44 


fireto feare GodSname.* repentance for ſinnes paſt, 


and a ſincere f purpoſe of heart forthe time to come fAt11123« ; 


to cleave untothe Lo x d. Which whoſoever hath, 
is under mercie, and may not be excluded from the 
Communion of Saints,In like manner for the zntelledtu- 


all part:the8 firſt principles of the Oracles of God (as the gHeb,5.12: 


Apoſtle calleth them)hold the place of the common 
foundation, in which all Chriſtians muſt be groun- 


ded:although® ſome be babes,and for further know- klb,vergx3.14 


ledge are unskilfull inthe wordof righteouſneſſe; other 
ſomeare of per fed# age, who by reaſon of uſe have their 
ſenſes exerciſed to diſcerne both good and evil, 

The Oracles of God containe abundance of mat- 
ter inthem, and wharſoever is found inthem is a fit 
objeR for faith to apprehend: but that all Chriſtians 
ſhould uniformely agreein the profeſſion of al thoſe 
trurhes that are revealed there, is athing that rather 
may be wiſhed, than 2220 -wy for. Yertthe varietic 
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of mcns judgements in thoſe manie points, that be- 
long to Theologieall faith; doth not diflolve the unitic 
which they hold together inthe fundamentall prin- 
ciples ofthe Catholick fairh. The nunitie of the faith 
commended here,is a Catholick unitic, and ſ{uchas 
every true Chriſtian attaineth unto. Tz] wee A r. . 
come in the unitie of the faith : {aith the Apoſtle: As 
i Iude,yer.3, there is a i common ſalvation, {o is there a commun 
#0. nt faith; which is ; alike preciows inthe higheſt Apoſtle 
© E&themeaneſt belcever. For we may not thinke that 
Heaven was prepared for deepe Clerkes onely : and 
therefore befide that larger meaſure of knowledge. 
mRegula&« Whereofall are not capable, there muſt 5c & Ree of 
degpuliltts fait cormmonze ſmalland great; Winchas 1: muſ? con- 
communis, iſt but of few propoſitions, (for ſimpi= mr canno: 
449-9.57- beare away many )(o is ita}ſo requiitte,tiia: tnote ar- 
ticles ſhold be of ſo much weight& mome: tnar they 
may be ſufficient to make a man wits unto lalyation: 
that howſoever in other points learned men may go 
beyond common Chriſtians,8 exceed one another 
likewiſe by-many degrees: yetin reſpect of thele ra- 
dicall truthes, which is theneccflarie and common 
1 Mide ade food of all the children of the Church, there n is not 
i771 an unitic onely, but ſuch a kinde of equalitie alſo 
TY broughtin among al ſorts of Chriſtians g25 Was hcre- 
oi 2575; tofore among the Congregation of the liraclites in 
Soi; thecolleftion of their Manna, where * he that gathe- 
_—_— ay red much, had nothing over ; and he that gathered lit- 
T3 3x/yyow Tle,had no lacke. 
- once n - If then ſalvation by belecving theſe common prin- 
:ap.3.  * ciples may be had, and to ſalvation none can come 


- ——_— that isnot firſt a member of the Cathelick Church 
"A r - 
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of Chriſt:it followeth thereupon, that rhe unity of the 
faith, generally requiſite for the incorporating of 
Chriſtians into that blefled ſocictie, is not to be ex- 
tended beyond thoſe common principles. Which 


may further be made manifeſt unto us by the conti- 
nuall practice of the Catholick Church her ſelfe, in - 
the matriculation of her children,and the firſt admit- - 


rance ofthem into her communion, For when ſhee 
prepared her Catechamentfor Baptiſme, and by that 
dore receivedthem into the congregationof Chriſts 
flock;we may not think her judgement to have beene 
ſo weake, that ſhee ſhould omit any thing herein 
that was eſſentially neceſſary for the making of one a 
member ofthe Church, Now the protefſion which 


ſhe required ofal that wereto receive Baptiſme,was, . 


for the Agenda or pratticall part an abrenuntiation of 
the Divell,the World, the Fleſh, with all their fin- 
full works & luſts;and for the Credenda,the things to 
be beleeved,an acknowledgement of the articles of 
the Creed: which being ſolemnly done, ſhee then 
baptized them in this faith , intimaring thereby ſuffi 
ciently.cthat this was that oze Faith commended unto 
her by the Apoſtles, asthe other that oxe Bepriſmme 


which was appointed to be the y Sacrament of it, |, 5,6,amen- 


This Creed, though for ſubſtance it was the ſame tumfidei. 
Awgeep'ſt,23. 


every where,yet for forme was ſomewhat different; 
and in ſome places received moe enlargements than 
in others, The Weſterne Churches herein applyed 
themſelves to the capacitie of the meaner ſort,more 
than the Eaſterne did: ufing in their Baptiſme that 
ſhorter Forme of Confeſſion, commonly called The 


Apeſites Creed, which inthe more ancient times was 
E. bricter 


= ——— — —  —  ——  — —  — 
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briefer alſo than now it-is. As -we may eaſilyper. 

ceive,by comparing the Symbol recited by Marcel. 
« Habetur a- 1 Ancyranes(inthe 1 Profeſſion of the faich which 
p»4Epiphanif he delivered to Pope [uliws) with the expoſitions of 
ow = 7s the Apoſtles Creed, written by the Latin Doctors: 
ſwcr rothe 16: x herein the mention of the Fathers being Maker of 
facts challenge, 


p47-311-312. heaven apd earth the Sonnes Deerb and Deſcending in- 
zo Hell and the Communion of Saizts, is wholly omit- 


ted, All which,chough they were of undoubted veri- 


rie,yet for brevities lake ſeeme at firſt to have beene 

omitted inthis ſhort Summe: becauſe ſome of them 

perhaps were not thought to be altogether ſo nece(- 

{Fr Suaree> fary tor all men (which 1s f Suarez his judgement 
«= Take touching rhe point of the deſcent into Hell ;)and ſome 
<i-43-[#2- that were moſt neceſlary ,cyrther thought to be ſufi- 
ciently implied inother Articles (as that of Chriſt's 
death 1n thoſe of his crucifixion 8 buriall,)or thought 
to be ſufficiently manifeſted by the light of reaſon, 
as that of the creation of heaven andearth For howſo- 
everthis, as itis atruth revealed by God's Word, 
becommethan object forfaith to apprehend (1746, 
I 1.3.) yet it is otherwiſe alſo clearely tobe under- 
ſtood by the diſcourſe of reaſon (Row. 1.20.) even as 
the wnztze, and all the other attributes of the God- 
head likewiſe are. Which therefore may be well re- 
ferred unto thoſe Precognita,or common principles 
which nature may poſlefle the minde withall,before 
that grace enlighteneth it; and need not neceſſarily 
to be inſerted into that Symbol, * which is the badge 
and cognizance whereby the Beleeyer is to be diffe- 
renced and diſtinguiſhed from the Vnbeleever, © 
The Greed which the Eaſterne Churches uſed in 


Bap- 


Err = x OS 
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Baptiſme,was larger thanthis:being either the ſame, 

or very little differcnt from that which we common- * Rue 2+ 
ly call the Nicene Creed ; becauſe the greateſt part of 744, */ 

it was repeated: and confirmed in the firſt generall 75 ##@<- 


TIGCKE Fo. x, 


Councell held at Nice:where the firſt draught there- ;,.5;...;,, 
of was preſented tothe Synod by Exſebius,Biſhop of x71qnoe, 4 


CFaria, with this Preamble,* As wee have received 177% 15759 
EALLCEvouey 


from the Biſhops that were before us hoth at onr firſt cate- & n25%; «3 


chizing,and when we received Beptiſme:and as we have 7 Iehoy yee- 
learned from the holy Scriptares;and as we have both be- —< opr yg 


leeved and taught, when we entred into the Miniſtery, * T7ag:7- 
and in our Biſhoprick it ſelfe : ſo beleeving at thu preſent Fane =: 
alſo,we declare thu onr faith unto you. To this the Nicene miouwny” i 
Fathers added a more cleare explication of the Dei- ©/55uc/% 75 
tic of the Son(againſt the Arrian hereſie, wherewith _— 
the Church was then troubled,)profeſſing him to be zi uw ez 
begotten, not made, and to be of one ſubNance with the 3775 7% #- 
Father, The ſecond general! Councell, which was  -znipiaing 
aſſembled fiftie-ſix yeeres after at Conſtantinople, ap- 14952. 
proving this confeſſion of the faith, as * moſt ancient nw god 


aud agreeable to Baptiſme,inlarged itſomewhat;in the > qe . 
Article that concerned the Holy Ghoſt elpecially , - ww 
which at that time was moſt oppugned by the Mace. 12 , 

, , R | u Tlps go furs 
donian Heretickes, And whereas the Nicene confeſli- +1, 7: 3y52y 
on proceeded no further, thanto the beleete which 4-422 
we have inthe holy Trinitie;the Fathers of Cenſtan- _—— 
7inople made it up, by adding that which was com- Confanr.epi.. 
monly profeſſedrouching the Carholick Church & P4974: 
the priviledges belonging thereunto. Epiphanims re- x Epphan.in 


vearing this Creedar large, =afhrmerh it to have bin fc arth 


D .F18.e4&, 
delivered unto the Church by the Apoſtles.” Caſ{zn- Trae. = 
y T0.Caſs is o© , 


»wavouchcth as much,where he urgeththis againſt 727,57, 
Ne- Yerbn, 
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Neftorizs, as the Creed anciently received in the 

Church of Antioch; from whence he came, The Ro- 

mane Church, after the dayes of Charles the Grear, 

added the article of the proceſſion of the Holy gho/f 
» Contil:rri: from the Sonne,unto this Symboll:& the , Councel! 
denrin.(8*{.3-) of Trent hath now recommended itunto us, es that 
Coo fantta Princeple in which all chat profeſe the faith of Chriſt doe 
Romanz F** weceſfarily agree ; and the firme and ont 1v Fovn- 
ranqu2m prin= DATION, againſt which the Gates of Hell (hall never 
© ng i POV le. 


qui fidens [c is a matter confeſſed therefore by the Fathers of 
_ —_ Trent themſelves, that in the Conftantivuopolitanc 
xi convem= Creed,or inthe Romane Creed at the fartheſt(which 
unt,ac fund” Jiffercth nothing from the ocher, bur that it hath ad. 
& unicum, ded Filioqueto the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, & 
— out of the Nzceme Creed, Denm de Deo, to the articles 
nunquam pre that, COncerne the Sonne) that exely foundation, and 
- 4 ig principle offaith is to be found, in the ##zty whereof 
qubusinom- all Chriſtians muſt neceffarily agree. Which is 0- 
egitur, expri» [NELWiſe cleared lufficiently,by the conſtant practiſe 
mendum ele of the Apoſtles Sc their ſuccefſours,in the firſt recei- 
; ving of men into the Socictie ofthe Church. For in 

one of the Apoſtles ordinary Sermons,we fee, there 

was ſo much matter delivered, as was ſufficient to 

convert men unto the faith, and to make them capa- 

ble of Baptiſme: and thoſe Sermons treated onely 

ofthe firſt principles ofthe doctrine of Chriſt ; up- 

on the receiving whereof,the Churchtfollowing the 

example of the Apoſtles)never did denie Baptiſme 

unto her Catechumerz. In theſe firſt principles there- 

fore muſt the foundation bee contained, and rhat 

common #n4rze of faith which is required in re 

the 
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. the members of the Church. 
: The foundation then being thus cleared : con- 
| cerning the ſuperſfruction,we learne from the Apo- 
| {tle, that ſome © ba#ld upon this foundation, gold,ſibver, 
| precious ſhones wood, hay; ſtubble. Some proceed from 21 Cor.3.12 
one degree of wholelome knowledge unto another, 
| increating their maine ſtock, by the addition of thoſe 

other ſacred truthes that are revealed in the word 

of God: and theſe build upon the foundation, god, 

and filver, and preczous flones, Others retaine the 
precious foundation, bur lay-baſe matter upon it; 
| wood, hay, ſtubble, and ſuch other eyther unprofita- 
| ble or more dangerous ituffe : and others goc fo 
farre, thar they overthrow the very foundation it 
ſelfe. The firſt of theſe be wi/e, the ſecond foolſh, 
the third adde builders. When'the day of tryall 
commeth : the firſt mans Þ worke ſhall abide, and hee þ wid.v.14: 
himſelfe ſhall receive a reward, the ſecond ſhall loſe 
his worke, batnot himſclte;(< he ſhall ſuffer loſſe,(aith c Ibid,y.1 5. 
the Apoſtle, but he himſelfe ſhallbe ſaved: ) the third | 
ſhall Ioſe both himſelfe and his worke tegether, And 
as in this ſpirituall ſtructure verte different kindes of 
materialls may bec laid upon the ſame foundation, 
ſome ſound and ſome unſound:ſo in eyther of them, 
there 1s a great difference to bee made betwixt ſuch 
asare more contiguous tothe foundation, and ſuch 
as be remoter off. The fuller explication of the firſt 
principles of faith , and the concluſions deduced 
trom thence, are inthe ran ke of thoſe verities that 
be more neercly conjoyncd to the foundation : to 
which thoſe fallities are anſwerable on the other 

D _ 
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{1de, that grate uponthe foundation, and any way 
endanger it. . 
For that there be diverſe degrees both of truthes 
and crrors in Religion which neceflarily muſt be di-- 
ſtionguiſhed, 1s a thing acknowledged, not by us a- 
lonc, bnt by thc Icarnedeſt alſo of our Ad verſaries. 
3 Quzedam * There bee ſome Catholick werities ({ay they) which 
ſunr catholice Jge {4 pertaine to faith, that theſe being taken away, 


nad fem toe {aith zt ſclfe muſt be taken away alſo. And theſe by 
19 RAY 011104 uſe wee call not onely Catholick, bat verities of 
fidesquogue Faith alſo. There are other verities which bee Catho- 
| > mage lick alſo and aniverſall, namely, ſuch as the whole 
frequenti non Church heldeth, which yet being overtbrowne,the faith 


ſolum carholt» ; J's 0" L 25" a 
cos fod fidet i ſhaken tnaved, bat not overturned. And in the er 


veritatesap- F0rs Thar are contrary to ſuch truthes as theſe, the 
cllavimus «f, » ; f -" 

rot veritates faith is obſcured, not extinguiſhed ; weakened, mot pe - 
—pororteg riſhed. Neverthelcfle, © :houzh the faith bee net alto. 
fx catholicy 


RK enmverſates, £exhcr deſtrojed by them, yet is it evill at eaſe, and ſha. 


—_—_—_ ken, and a5 it were di(peſed to corruption. For 4s there 
—— "grin be certaine harts of the bodie which doe not take awa 


— thelife, but yet aman u the worſe for them, and diſpoe 
e . . . 
quatirar,ced [ed to corruption cyther in whole or in part ; as there be 


noneyertitur orper mortall hurts, which take away thelife : ſo like- 
tamen. Arque 


in hujuſnodi 72e are there certaine degrees of propoſitions, which 
veritatil con- 

trarijserroribus, dixi fidemobſcurari,non extingui; infirmari, non perire. Hasergo 
nunguam fidei yeritates cenſuivocandas, quamyis do@rinx Chriſtianz veritates ſint. 
Melch,Canus,loc.Theolog.tb.12.cap.,11. e Neceſlarid oportertdiſtrnguere alios gradus 
propoſitionum,per quas etiamſi fides non deſtruatur om in0,tamen male hahert, & qua» 
ticur,6e quaſi diſponitur ad corruptionem, Sicutſunt quzdam corporum lafiones qux 
non auferunt vitam,ſed malt habet homo per eas,& ciſponitur ad corruptionem aut in 
roto aut in parte ;alix vers ſunt ixfiones mortales,quz: yitam eripiunt: ita ſunt quidam 
gradus propoſitionum,continentes do&trinam non ſanam, etiamie non habeant harefim 
manifeftam Dominic, Baunes.n 2 an 2 4 quell.1 laritcegs 


c0Þ- 
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conteine unſonrd doiFrize, although they have mt mani- 
feſt herejie, In a word, the generall rule concerning 
all theſe ſuperſtructions, is : that the more neere 
they areto the foundation, of ſo much greater im» 
portance be the truthes,and ſo much more perillous 
be theerrors; asagaine, thefarther they are remo- 
ved off, the Icfſe neceſſary doth the knowledge of 
ſuch verities prove to be, and the ſwarving from the 
truth lefle dangerous, | 

Now from all that hath beene ſaid, two great 
Queſtions may be reſolved, which trouble manie. 
The firſt is; VVhat wee may judge of our Fore-fa- 
thers, who lived in the communion of the Church 
of Rome > VVhereuntolI aniwer, that we have no 
reaſon to thinke otherwiſe, but that they lived and 
dyed under the mercie of God, For wee muſt di- 
ſtinguiſhthe Papacie trom the Charch wherein it is ; 


as the Apoſtle doth f Antichriſt from the Temple of t2 TheC 2. 4. 


God, wherein hee fitteth, The foundation vpon 
which the Church ſtandeth, 1s that common faith, 
(as we have heard) inthe wn/t/e whereof all Chriſtt- 
ans doe generally accord. Vponthis new foundati- 
on Antichriſt 'raiſcth up his new buildings; and 
laycth upon it, nor hay and fubble onely, but farre 
more vile and pernicious matter, which wrencherh 
and diſturbeth the very foundation it felfe, For 
example, Ir is a ground of the Catholick faith,rhat 
Chriſt was borne of the Virgin Mary : which in the 


Scripture is thus explained : 5 God fent forth his g Gal.g,q, 


Sonne, Made of a Woman, This the Papacie admit- 
teth for a certaine truth : bur infinuacerth withall, 
that upon the Altar God ſendcth torth his Senne 

= © Ds A 
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made of Bread. Forthe Tr4»ſſutantiation which 
theſe men would have us belecye, is not an annihila- 
tion of the Bread, and a ſubſtiturion of the Bodie 
h Per verba Of Chriſt in the ſtead thereof, buta reall converſion 


conecrations oF the one into the orher : ſuch as they themiclves 
vere & realiter 


uti erinfſube WOnld have eſteemed to bee a bringing forth of 
ſtantiaturpa- 


.. —- Y - . - » - ” 
niavrody- CDrit,and a kinde of Generation of him, For,to 


citur & quali OMIt the wilde conceits of Poſtellws in his booke De 
En. MNativitate Mediators altim; : this is the doctrine of 


—_—_ - their graver Divines (as Cornelius a Lapide the Teſuite 
[4 - . . " / 
owes oe dothacknowledge in his Ramane Lecures)thar ® sy 


Chriſtu.n:c the words of conſecration truely and really as the bread iy” 


dum efet in= 


carnatusper FYanſ/ubſtantzatea, ſo Chriſt & produced ani as it were 


kxeverba orexerated por the Altar, in ſuch a powerfull and effec- 
Hoe eſt corpres 


meum,incar- 1W4all manner that, if Chriſt as yet had nat beene incar- 
naretur cor- wate,by theſe words Hoc eſt corpus meum? he ſhould 
num adume. Ge incarnated,and aſſume an humane boaze, And doth 
Th. 8% notthis new Divinitie, thinke you, threwdly threa- 
cent.Coraclius TEN the ancient foundation of the Catholick belecte 
ON -: 42 of the Incarnation ? 

-E(a.>14. Yetſuch as inthe dayes of our fore-farhers oppo 
9 re ſed the Popiſh doctrine of Tanfſubſtanriation, could 
ſua,qui aſtru- alledge for themſelves, i that the faith which they 
une gaodPe maintained, was then preſerved among the laitie, and 
remanent poſt /o had ancienly beene preſerved. And of mine owne 
ronecrationf Lnowledge I canteſtifie, that when I have dealt with 
adiucſcrvatur ſome of the co:mmon people that would be counted 
_ anti- members of the Romane Church, and demanded 
batur, 70.79 Of them what they thought of that which I knew to 


Pagton, in Con : "WTI . p Ser 
Fehr be the common Teret of their Doctors inthis point: 


O 


2 widg, they not onely rejeted it with indignation, but 
&, ---** wondercd allo that 1 ſhould imagine apy of their 
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fide to be ſo fooliſh, asto give credit to ſuch a ſenſe- 
lefle thing,Neither may we account it to have beene 
a ſmall bleſſing of God unto our anceftors,who lived 
inthat kingdome of darkencfſe, thatthe Ignorance 
whereinthey were bred, freed them from the under- 
ſtanding of thole things which being knowne might 


prove ſo prejudiciall ro their ſoules health.* For there k Suntenim 


be ſere things,which it ts better for a-man tobe ignorant 
of, than to know : and the lnot knowing of thoſe pro- 
tundities, which are indeed the depths of Satan, is to 


quxdam, quy 


neſcire,quam 
ſcire,fit me- 
lius. 4ug,Enc 

chirtd,ad Lau: 


thoſe that have not the skill ro dive into the bottome rexeccap.1 5, 


of ſuch myſteries of iniquitic,a govdand an happie 
Jſenorance. 

The ignorance of thoſe principles of rhe Catho- 
lique faith, that are abſolutely neceffarie ro falvati- 
on, is as dangerous agulfe on the other fide : bur 
the light of. thoſe common truthes of Chriſtianitie 
was1o great, andſo firmely fixed in rhe mindes of 
thoſe thar profeſſed the name of Chriſt, thar it was 
not poſſible for the power of darkeneſle to extin- 
euiſhir, nor the gates of Hellto prevaile againſt ir; 
Nay, the very ſolemne daycs, which by the ancient 
inſtiturion of the Church were celebrated for the 
commemoration of the Bleſſed Trinitie, the Natzvz- 
tie, Paſsion, Refarrettion, and Aſcenſion of our Savi- 
our Chriſt, did ſo preſerve the memorie of theſe 
things among the common people ; that by rhe 
" Popith Doctors themſclves, iris made an argu- 
ment of groſle and ſupine Ignorance , that any 
ſhould not have explicate knowledge of thoſe my- 
ſteries of Chriſt,which were thus publikely ſolem- 
nized inthe Church, And (which is the principall 

D 3 Pont 
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point of all)the ordinary inſtruction appointed to be 

n See my Tree- BIVEN Wit MEN UPON their death-beds, was:® that 

ſe De Chris they ſhould looke zo come toglorie, not by their owne 

ſtianarum =<- ,perits,but by the vertue and mcrit of the paſ3ion of our 

ceſsione & Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; thatthey ſhould place their whole 

Raru:e4p-7-> confidence 11 his death onely, andin uo other thing ; anc 

_— te that they ſhould izterpoſe hs death betweene God and 
Sod their ſinnes hetwixt them ana God's anger. 

| Sothat where theſe things did thus concurre jn 

any (as wee doubt not burtrhey did in many thou- 

ſands,) the knowledge of the common principles of 

the faith,the ignorance of ſuch maine errours as did 

endanger the foundation, a godly life, and a faith- 

full death :there we have nocaule to make any que- 

ſtion, but that God had fitted a ſubject for his mer- 

cy to worke upon. And yetin ſaying thus, we doe 

nothing leſle than ſay that ſuch as theſe were Papiſts, 

either in their life or in their death : members of the 

Romane Church perhaps they were, but ſuch as by 

God's goodnefſe were preſerved from the mortality 

of Popery that reigned there. For Popery it ſelfe 1s 

nothing elſe but the botch or the plague of that 

Church: which hazarderhrhe foules of thoſe it fei- 

zeth upon, as muchas any infection can doe the bo- 

dy, And therefore if any one will needs be ſo toole- 

hardy as to take up his lodging inſuch a Peſt-houle, 

after warning given of the preſent danger ; wecin 

our charitie may wellſay, Lord have mercy upon hire : 

buthe, in the meane time, hath great cauſe to feare, 

that God in his juſtice will inflict that judgement 

02 Thel'2: upon him, which ® inthis caſe he hath threatned a- 

. gainft ſuchas will woe beteeve the trath, but rake plea- 


ſure 


_ —.. Bz + 


A ac rr .£i 


before his Majeſtie. 27 


ſure in unrighteonſneſſe. And ſo much may luthce for 
that queſtion. - 
The ſecond queſtion, ſo rife in the mouthes of 
our Adverſaries, is : where was your Church before 
Luther > Wheteunto an an{wer may bee returned | _ 
from the grounds of the ſolution of the former que- th- lies Ecele- 


/ {tion : thar our Church was even there where now $5 magnoper? 
it is. Inall places ofthe world, wherethe ancicnt ur id teneamus 
foundations were retained, and theſe common prin. 910d _ 
ciples of faith, upon the profeſſion whereof men quodab om- 


; 'E OV : : nibus credi- 
have ever bcene wont to be admitted, by Baptiſme, jo ontee 


| into the Church of Chriſt : there we doubt not bur eſt etenim vert 


- X , Qs © a® 
our Lord had his ſubje&s, and we our fellow-ſer- ford, 


vants. For wee bring-in nonew Faith, nor no new LI conr- 
"areſ ,CiMf.2. 


Church, That which inthe time of the ancient Fa- qquicquid 
thers? was accounted to be truely and properly Catho- vil molius fit 


vel moliturns 


lick, namcly, that which was beleeved eviry where, fit mendacii 
alwayes,and by all: that in the ſucceeding ages hath Pater, nonta- 


| . , -.- men vcl effe- 
| evermore beene preſerved, and is at this day intitely cige haRenis 


profeſled in our Church. And it is well obſcryved _—_—_— 


by a learned man, who hath wrirtten a full diſcourfe bac dodrina 
of this argument ; that 4 whatſoever the Father of lies ®holica, om- 
| nium Chriſti« 

either hath attempted or ſhall attempt, yet neither hath anorum con- 

; ' , . : ſenſui,ſemper 

he hitherto eff aca, nor ſhall cver bring i to paſſe here- gf Bake. 
after, that this Catholick dotrine, ratified by the com- ta, aboleatur x 


mon con{ent of Chriſtians alwayes and every where, Cine 


ſhould be abal:(ſhed ;, but that in the thickeſt miſt rather Sruapuiend 

of the moſt perplexed troubles it fill obtained vittorte, tle 

| num cal:gine 
' vitricem cxtitifſe, & in animis & in aperta confeſsione Chriftianorum emnium, 1n ſuis 
| Fundamentis nul'o modo labefatatam. In illia quoque veritate unamillam Ecclefiam 
fuiſſe conſervatam in medijs ſeviſsima hyemis tempeſtatibus, yel denfiſsimis tcnebris ſu= 
orum interlyniorum./oh, Serranns,in Apparatad ficems Carhel — GO7-p-172 


: ot 
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both in the mindes andin the open confeſs:0n of all Chri. 
ſtians, no wayes overturned in the foundation thereef 
and that in this weritie that one Charch of Chriſt was 
preſerved in the midff ofthe tempeſts of the moſt crnell 
winter,or inthe thickeſt darkneſe of her waynings. 
Thus ifat this day we ſhouldtake a ſurvay of the 
ſeverall profefſions of Chriſtianitie, that have any 
large ſpread in any part of the world(as ef the Relj. 
gion of the Romane and the Reforwed Churches in 
our Quarters, of the eAgyptians and «Ethiopians in 
the South, of the Grec/ans and other Chriſtians in 
the Eaſterne parts,) and ſhould put-by the points 
wherein they diddiffer one from another, and ga. 
ther into one body the reſt of the Articles wherein 
they all did generally agree: wee ſhould finde, that 
inthoſe propoſitions which without all controver- - 
fie are univerſally reccived in the whole Chriſtian 
world, ſo muchrtruth is conteined, as, being joyned 
with holy obedience, may bee tuihcient to bring a 
manunto everlaſting ſalvation. Neither have wee 
-+Gal.c.16, Cauſe to doubt, butthat * as many as doe wake accor- 
aing to this rule(neither overthrowing that which 
they have builded by ſuperinducing any dammable 
hereſies thereupon, not otherwiſe vitiating their ho- 
ly faith with a lewdand wicked converſarion) peace 
ſhall bee upon them, and mercie, and upon the i/rael of 
GOD. 

— Nowtheſecommon principles of theChriſtian 
CVniverſita- f2jth, which we call £9957:52>0r things generally belee- 
tem confznti= ved Of all, as they have* Yarverſalitie,and Antiquity, 
onem.Pacent. rn Conſent CONCULTINS With them (which by 7 
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centize his rule, are the ſpeciall charaQers of that 
which is truely and proper)y Cathe/iche: fo for their 
D-ration wee are {ure that they have ſtill held our, 
and beene kept as the Semznerie of the Catholique 
Church in the darkeſt and difficulteſt times that ever 
have beene: where ifthe Lord of Heſtes had not1n 
his mercy reſerved this ſecd unto us,we ſhould long 
ſince* have beewe 44 Sodom, and (hould have beene like tEfay 1,9, 
no Gomorrah, It cannot bee denied indeed, that 
Sathan and his inſtruments have uſed their utmoſt 
endeavour, eyther to hide this light from mens eyes, 
by keeping them in groſfe ignorance, or to deprave 
it by bringing in pernicious hereſies ; and that in 
theſe latter ages they have much: prevailed both 
wayes, aſwell in the Weſt and North,as in the Eaſt 
and South. Yet farre be it, for allthis, from any 
manto thinke, that * God ſhould ſs caſt away ht people, uRom, 112; 
thac in thoſe times rhere ſhould not be left a remnant 3' 
according to the eleftton of grace. 2 
The Chriſtian Church was never brought unto a 

lowerebbe, than was the lewiſh Synagogue in rhe | 
dayes of our Saviour Chriſt, when® the Interpreters *6nb115t 
of the Law had taken away the key of knowledge: 
and that little knowledge that remained, was miſe- 
f rably corrupted, net onely with the leaven of the 
Phariſees, but alſo with the damnable hereſfie ofthe 
Saddaces, And yetaman at thattime mighr have 
ſcene the trus ſervants of G o » ſtanding together 
with theſe men in the -ſelfe-ſame Temple: which 
might well be accounted, 'as the Houſe of the Saints 
inregard ofthe one, ſo a Denne of theeves itt tefpect | 

E of 
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of the other. When the peſtilent herefie of the Ar- 
rians had polluted the whole world ; the people of 
Chrift werenot to bee found among them onely 
who madc an open ſecetfion from that wicked com- 
pany, but among thoſe alſo who held externall come» 
munion withthem, and lived under their Miniſtery, 
Where they ſo learned the other truthes of Go » 
from them, that they were yet ignorant of their 
maine errour ; God in-his providence fo ordering 
yErkujus matters,that (as it 1s noted by S, y Hzlary) the people of 
._——_ Chriſt ſhould not periſh unaer the Prieſts of Antichriſt. 
—_ If you demand then, Where was Gods Terple all 
perficitar; ue this while 2 the anſweris at hand : There where .d4x- 
jam ſub Anti- 2;chrift fate, Where was Chrifts people > Even un- 
dotibus Chri- dEr. Antichreſts Priefts:and yet this is no juſtification 
ﬆi populus atall, cicher of Antichri, or of his Priefts;but a ma- 
Hilar.comrr, niteſtation of God's great power,who is able to up- 
Cherez 3, hold his Church even there « Where Satans throne i, 
'* Babylon was an infeRious place, and. the infection 
thereof 'was mortall: and yet God had his people' 
there, whom hee preſerved from the mortalitie. of 
2 Rovel, x8.4. that infection, Elſe, how ſhould he have {aid ; = Come 
out of her my people; that yee bee wot partakers of hey 
finnes, and that yee receive not of her plagues, It the 
place had nor beene infeRious, he ſhould. not have 
necded to forewarne them of the danger wherein - 
they ſtood of partaking in her fines; and ifthe infe- 
&ien had not beene mortall, hee would not have pur 
them in minde of the plagues that were to follow: 
and ifinthe place: thus mortally infedted, . God had 
not preſcrveda people alive unto himſclfe, he could 
not 


before His Majeſtie. 31 


not have ſaid ; Come out of her my people. 

 Theenemie indeed had there fowne his tares:bur 
bſowne themin theL o x Þ s field, . and among the bMat,r3.24; 
Lonps wheate, Anda field, we know,way ſo be 73:61. 1m 
e overgrowne with ſuck evill weedes as theſe, that um, & ſterile 
at the firſt ſight aman would hardly thinke, that any —————- 
corne were thereat all : even as in the barne it ſelfe, | 
the 4 mixture of the chaffe with the wheate is ſome- q grana cam ' 
time ſuch, asa-farre offa man would'imagine that he <<perintert-, 
did {ce but a heape of chaffe,and nothing elſe, Thoſe pateaw,Ce non 
worthy husbandmen rhart in theſelaft 600. yeeres /amtargunts 
have taken paines.in plucking up thoſe pernicious fnoverunt, 
weedes out oftheLoxnps field, and ſevering the Jizinorce 
chaffe from his graine;cammot be rightly ſaid indo. lea, Eequiz 
ing this, cyther to have brought in another field, or $74 ongiis 
ro have changed the ancient graine, The field is the am, paleam 
ſame, but weeded now, unweeded then : thegraine _— l 
the ſame, but winnowed new, unwinnowed then, ligentiasin- 
Wreepreach no new faith, burthe ſame Catholique furaur, nul 
faith that ever hath beene preached : neyther was gar,nifi ſpirits -.. 


ir any part of our meaning to begin a new Church prioidenmu: 


— 


in theſe latter dayes of the world, but to reforme diſcernar; dif- 
the old, Atrec that hath the luxurious branches Ig pervente 
lopped off, and the noxious things that cleave unto granonm. 
it taken away ;'is not by this pruning and purging of ond = 
it made another tree than it was before: neyther is 10.0per.Av- 
the Church reformed in our dayes, another Church exp. 
than that which was deformed in the dayes of our 
fore-fathers ,; though it hathno agreement, for all 
that, with Poperie, which is the Peſtilence that wal- 
kedinthoſctimes of darkeneſle, andthe —_ 

"" = Mg that 
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that now waſteth at noone day. 
Andthus have I finiſhed that which I had to ſpeak, 
concerning the unite of the farth : for the further 
6xplication whereof,the Apoſtle addeth [end of the 
knowleage of the Sonne of God.) Whercin wee may 
e Neceffarium Obſerve both the Nature ofthis Grace, and rhe Ob- 


oro jeet of it. For the former, we ſcethat Faith ishere 
Lant Treoto- Ac{cribed unto us: by Kzowledge : to ſhew unto us, 
poi _that knowledge is that thing that is necetſarily re. 
ri Deificad Quired intrue belecving, Whercot this may bee an 


fakitem necel*- 2p: ment ſufficient ; that in matters of faith the 
rarmm eſt,ut © . . *h 
quicungue Scripture doth uſe indifferently the termes of knoy- 


<nam 0b'gn0* ;y4 and beleewing. SO. Tob 19.25. I know that my 


rantiam 1n- 


vincibilem, vel Redeermer liveth, Loh: 17, 3. The i life eternal, that 
quacung; alli z hey Know thee the onely true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
non fucrit aſ- whom thou haſt ſent. Elay 53.11. By hs knowledge 


cunmgant” ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtifre manie. AS there- 


confequiſalu- fore itt the fundamentall truths of Chriſtian Relj- 


OP =. Sion wnitie of faith is required among all thoſe rhat 
gn belong to the Cacholicke Church: fo 1n thoſe maine 
2.442. 2.col, grounds likewiſe there is wnitze of knowledoe gence- 
299. Waquz rally required among all that profefie the name-of 


W—_—_—Yy 


ſunt necefiaria 

neceſsitate fi- Chriſt, ; 

nis,li define For ſome things there be, the knowledge wherc- 
Nobis etiam 


fine culpanos OE iS abſolutely neceſſaric, © neceſſitate medy wel fink 


Kranonexcu= (as the School-men ſpcak:) without which no man 
xtern3 morte; MAy Expect, by Gods ordinarie law,to- attatne unto 


quamvis non the egg of his taith, the ſalvation of his ſoule, And. 
fucrit in no= Is 
ſtra poteſtate ON : 

ala aſſequi Quamadmodum etiam fi non fit niſi unicum remedium, ut aliquis fugiat 


mortem corporalem, 6 talercemedium 1gnoretur & ab infirmo & rregico ; line dubio 
peribit homo ille, Dow Banner gn 2 am 2 quaſh, 2.art. $.c0i.3 48; 


1n 


before Fs Majeſtie. 94 F 


intheſe a man may loſe himlſelfe, not by Werefie 

onely, which is aflat denying ; but by [gmorance al- 

ſo, which is a bare not knowing of them : theſe 

things bcingacknowledgedto be loneceſlarie, that 

although it lay not in our power toattaine thereun- 

to, yetthis invincible Ignorance ſhould not excuſe 

us from everlaſting death, Even as if there were 

one onely remedie, whereby a ticke man could be re- 

covered, and freed from corporall death: ſuppoſe 

the patient and the Phyſitian both were ignorant of 

ir, the man muſt periſh, as wellnot knowing it, as if 

being brought unto him, hee had refuſed it, And 

therefore inthiscaſe it is reſolved, that e fromthe fSicat adle- 

"W- a | | \. 6 +. 4, CAN 

explicite faith, & actual knowledge of theſe things, Rabitualem fi- 

nothing can excuſe but onely ſuch anincapacitie as dm omnisvi- 

« "php | ; | ator obliga- 

is found in infants, naturals, and diſtrated perſons, ur fireulis 

and that inall others which have the uſe of reaſon, *x<eprione: fic 
Nis a . .? ab ezusatuali 

although they want the meanes'of inſtruction, this gde nullusex- 


| q 1 _ cuſaturniſi 
Ignorance is not onely perillous, but alſo damna- Þ! ty 


ble, _— Par- 
og "4 s | vulosautem 6c 
The danger then ofthis-Ignorance being, by the OG 


confeſſion of the moſt judicious Divines of both riſq, paftioni- 
ſlides, acknowledged to be fo great : the wofull e- ps mente cap- 
Nate of the poore Countrey wherein I live, is much tmraliimpoki- 
to bee lamented, where the people generally are | =cqpi.opaſ 
ſufferedto periſh for want of knowledge: the yul- cesvoco « ef 
gcr ſuperftitions of Poperie nor doing them halfe Jon Emplici- 
that hurt, thatthe ignorance of thoſe common prin- cundumquid ; 
ciples of the faith doth, which all true Chriſtians gym hide 
arebound to learne, The confideration whereof, rant.Pery.de 
Alltaco.inquts 


hath ſometime drawne mee totreate with thoſe of p97. 
E 3 the 17H. 
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the oppolite party,&to move them:that howſoever 
inother things we did differ one from another, yet 
we ſhould joyne together in teaching thoſe maine 
poinrs, the knowledge-whereof was ſo neceſſary un. 
to ſalvation, and of the truth whereof there was na 
controverſic betwixt us, But what for the jealouſics, 
which theſe diftraions in matters of Religion have 
bred among us,& what for other reſpecs,the moris 
took ſmall effe&;8 ſobetwixtus botb,the poor peo- 
ple are keptſti{l in miſerable ignorice,neither know- 
10g the grounds ofthe one religion nor ofthe other, 
Here the caſe (Ged beethanked) is farre other- 
' wiſe: where your Majefttescare cannever be ſufhici- 
.ently commended, in taking order, that the chiefe 
. heads of the Catechiſme ſhould, in the .ordinarie mi- 
nifterie, be diligently propounded and explained 
unto the people throughout the land, Which I with 
were as duely executed every where, as it was-pi- 
. ouſly by You intended. Great Scholars poiibly 
may thinke, that it tandeth nor ſo well with their 
 credite, to ſtoope thus low, and to ſpend fo much of 
their time in teaching theſe rudiments and firſt prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of . Chriſt. But they thould 
_ conſider, that the laying of rhe foundation skilful- 
ly, as it is the matter of greateſt importance 1n the 
, whole building, ſos it the very maſter-peece of the 
"4 ; : Cor.3.x0 Wiſeſt builder:s According to the grace of God which is 
| given unto mee, 45.4 wiſe miſter-builder, I have layd 
| the foundation + ſayth the great Apoſtle. And let 
Y the learnedeſt of us all try it when-ever wee pleaſe , 
ly wee ſhall finde,that to lay this ground-worke right- 
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ly, (that is, to apply our ſelves unto the capacitie of 


the common Auditorie, and to make ar Ignorant 
man to underſtand theſe myſteries in ſome good 
meaſure) will put us to the tryall of our skill, and 
troubleus a greatdeale more,than if we were todil- 
cuſſe acontroverſie,or handle a {ubtile point of lear- 
ning inthe Schooles. Yet Þ Chrift did give as wel his 
Apoſtles and Prophets, and Evangelifis, as his ordina- 
ric Paſtors and Teachers, to bring us all, both learned 
and unlearned, unto the unitie 'ofthis fait h and kuow- 
ledge : and the negleRing of this, is the fruſtrating of 
the whole worke of the Minifterie. For letus preach 
never ſo many Sermons unto the people,our labour 
is but loſt;as long as the foundation is unlaid,andthe 
firſt principles untaught, upon which all'other do+ 
Grine muſt be builded; | 
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Hee therefore that willi fudie to ſhew himelfe ap» iz Tim,2.15; 


proved unto God, a workeman that needeth not to bee 
«ſhamed dividing the word of God aright ; muſt have 
a ſpeciall .care. to plant this Kingdome both in the 
mindes and inthe hearts of them that heare him. I 
fay, inthe hearts aſwellas inthe mindes : becauſe 


we may not content our ſelves witha bare Theoricalt * 


knowledge, which .s aninformation onely of the 
Vnderſtanding , and-goeth-no farther than -the 
braine ; but we muſt labour to attaine unto a further 
degree both of Experimentalland of Praiticaliknow- 
ledge, in the things that wee have.learned. - A 
young man may:alke much: of the-troubles of the 
world. and a Scholar inthe Vniverſitie may ſhew a 
great deale of wit in, making a large declaration 


up- 
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uponthat argument : but when the ſame men have 
afterwards beene.beaten in the world, they will con- 
tefſe that they ſpake before they knew not what, 8: 
count their former apprehenſion of theſe things to 
be but meere Ignorance, inreſpect of thatnew lear- 
ning which now they have bought by deare experi- 
ence, Thetreein Paradiſe, of which our firſt pa- 
kGen.2.5,17 rents were forbidden to cate, was called k the tree of 
knowledge of good and evill : becaule it ſignified unto 
them, that as now while they ſtood upon termes of 
obedience with their Creator, they knew nothing 
but gged; ſo at what time ſoever they did tranſgreflc 
his commandement, they ſhould begin to know e- 
villalſo, whereof before they had no knowledge; 
not but that they had an zmrel/ef7nall knowledge of 
it before (for hethat knoweth good, cannot bee ig- 
norant of that which 1s contrarie unto it , RedZuns 
being alwayes index ſet & ovliqui:) but that till then 
they never had felt any evill, they. never had any 
experimentall knowledge of it. So our Apoſtle in 
this Epiſtle boweth his knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Ieſus Chriſt, that hee would grant unto theſe 
iEphc.3, 19- Epheſjans, L ro kwow the love of Chrift which paſſeth 
ksowledgee : ſhewing, that theres a further degree of 
knowledge in this kinde,- that may bee felr by the 
Þ heart, though not comprehended by the braine: and 
2713-35, inthe Epiſtle tothe Philippians, = he counteth all 
things but lofle for the excelienr knowledge ſake of 
Chriſt T:ſws bis Lord, Meaning hereby a knowledge 
grounded upon dcepe experience of the vertue of 
Chriſts deathand refurreion, in his owne foule : 
as 
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2s he expoundeth ithimiclte, in the words follow- 
ing: ® That I may know him,ans the power of his reſur- albid.verſ 10 
reeton,and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and bee made 
conformable anto his death, 

There is an Experimental knowledge then to be 
looked after, beftde the Mental: and ſo is there a 
Pradticall knowledge likewiſe, as well as an Jnte#-- 
Anal/, When Chriſtis ſaid to have knowne no ſinne : 
wee cannot underſtand this of 1ztefefttual{ know- 
ledge (for had he not thus knowne ſinne, hee could 
not have reprovedit is he did) but of Prad#zicall. So 
that, ® He knew no ſine, in $, Paul; muſt be concei- o 2 Cor.g.: x. 
ved to be the very ſame with, ? He did no ſinne, in p 1 Pet.z. 22. 
S,Peter. In the firſtto the Romanes, they that 
new God, becauſe they glorified bim not as God, are qRom.1.21, 
therefore ſaid, r yot 18 have God 52 their knowledge, rlbid,yaſis, 
God made his wayes and his lawes knowne to the 
children of 1{racl inthe deſert; and yethe* {aid of fPAal. 95. 10 
them : Jt #5 4 people that doe erre in their heart aud they 

have not knowne my wayes, Forthere is an errour in - 
the heart,as well as inthe braine : and a kinde of ig- t Heb.9.7. 
norance ariſing from the will, as well as from the ares. 
minde, And therefore in the Epiftle to the He- 16.1617. 
brewes, 'all ſinnes are termed &yvonuares 3807 8Mces, S—_———. 
and * finners «yrivurres wot m9avuutrt 1OROrAnt axd ex - lib.3 Cap I, 
rizp perſons : becauſe how ever inthe generall the 32'% 
underſtanding may bee informedrightly, yer when woxfn;; 2 
particular actions come to berefolved upon, mens {£25575 
perverſe wils and inordinate affetions cloude their ;,,. 
mindes,and leade them out of the way. Tharthere- 4« 7 7912v- 
fore is to bee accounted ſound Kwowledge, which ow” 
finketh from the braine!intothe heart, and from 7aus ware? © 
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thence breaketh forth into action: letting head, 
heart, hand,and all awerke :)and ſo much onely muſt 
thou reckon thy ſelte to know in Chriſtianirie, as 
thouart able to make uſe of in practiſe. Foryas Saint 


x Tam.2.1%. James faith of faith ; * Shew me thy faith by thy works: 
ylam,3-13- ſo doth hein like manner of knowledge: ?Whos a 


wiſe man, endendued with knowledge among ſt you ? et 
him ſhew owt of a good converſation his workes with 
reekencſſe of wiſedome : nd S. zohw much te the ſame 
purpole,” Hereby doe we know that we know hin, if we 
keepe his commandements. Hee that ſaith, 1know him, 
and keepeth not his commanademcnts, isa lyar, andthe 
truth is net in him, TTY 

He ſpeaketh there of Ieſns Chriſt the. righreous: 
the Sonne of God, who is here in my. text. likewiſe 


22.16.26, made the Objed? of this Knowledge. * Thos art Chriſt 


x8. the Soxne of the living God : is by Chriſt himſelfe 
made the rocke upon which the whole Church is 
b1 Cer 3. builded. And® Other foundation ({aith S.Panl) can no 
<Vid. Aug ti, 9948 lay,than that is laid, which is Teſeu Chriſt. © Not 
defde thatwe ſhouldthinke,thar there were no other fun- 
*per.:3* damentall doctrine t@ bee acknowledged but this 
alone(for the articles of the Holy Ghoſt, forgivenes 
of ſinnes, reſurreRion of the dead, eternall judge- 
ment,and ſuch other like,have their place alſo in the 
3 Heb. 6.3,2- 4 foundation) bur becauſe this is the moſt ſpeciall 
object of faith, and the primary foundation of the 
ether,For firſt,as Godis made the coxquate object 
ofthe whole body of Divinity, notwithſtanding it 
kreateth alſo of menand Angels, Heaven and Hell, 
Sinne and Obedience,and ſundric ether particulars; 
becaulc all theſe are brought to God redsd##vely, if 
| not 
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and Kingdome : {o likewiſe may Chr:ft be made the 
primarie head of other fundamentrall articles, be- 
cauſethey haveall reference unto him;being ſuch as 
concerne citker his Father, orhis Spirit, or his In- 
carnation,or his Office of Mediation,or his Church, 


Its 
Secondly, hewſoever this faith and knowledge, 
being taken intheir larger extent, have for their tull 


object what-ever is revealed in the Word of God : 


yet as they build us upon the foundation, as they in-- 
corporate us into the myſticall body,as they arc the 
meanes of our juſtification and lite,they looke upon 
the Sowpe of God,and him onely, The holy Scriptures 
(within the bounds whereof the urmoſt extent of all 
our faith and knowledge muſt bee contained) are 4- 
ble to make 16 wiſe unto ſalvation ; bur yet through 
faith which # tm Chriſt Ieſus (2 Tim. 3.15, SO, by his 
knowledze (or the knowledge of himſelfe) [hall my 
riehteons ſervant inflific many: ſaith the Father of 
the Son, Eſay 53.11. And the /ife which 1 now live 
in the fleth, 1live by the faith of the Sonne God, who 1a- 
ved me, and gave himſelfe for me : faiththe Apoſtle, 
Gal.2.20, Thechildren of Iſrael inthe wilderneſte, 
being ſtung with fierie Serpents, were directed, for 
their recovery, to looke upon the brazen Serpent: 


which was a figure of © the Soz of man, lifted \up upon eloh.z.14, 
the Crofle; that whoſoever did beleeve in him, might 13" 


wot periſh, but have eternall life. Now as the lirae- 


 lires with the ſame eyes, and with the ſame viſtvefa- 


cultic, wherewith. they beheld the ſands and the 
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mountaines in the deſert, did looke upon the brazen 
Scrpentalſo; but were cured by faſtning their ſight 
uponthar alone, and not by looking upon any other 
Y obje: ſoby the ſame faith and knowledge where- 
$c360.11-3- by we are juſtified, f we uwderſtaxd that the world ws 
framed hy the word of God,and beleeve all other truths 
revealed; and yet fides qua juſtificans, faith as it doth 
juſtifieus, dorh nor looke upontheſe, but fixerh it 
ſelfe ſolely upon the Son of God, not knowing any 
thing here but Ieſus Chriſt and him crucified. And 
thus hath our Saviour a ſpeciall and peculiar place 
in that larger foundation : according to that of the 
Apoſtley}:pheſ.z. 20. Tee are built upon the foundation 
2 3v79: axpo- of the Apoſtles and Prophets, © of which (for \o his 
22146 145% words in the Originall may well beare it) Jeſs 
ez urs ((c.>c- ”_ , 
ual)ings Chrift « the chiefe cornerſtone. 
Xeuce, It followeth now, that wee ſhould proceed from 
h Heb.6.1- the founactionto the ſtructure : and lo ® leaving the 
principles of the dotFrine of Chrift,go on untoperfeiFion 
[unto a perfett man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of 
the falnefe of Chriff]: There is a time whereia Chriſt 
is but begun,and as it were a-breeding in us. Gal, 4. 
19. Ay little children, of whom 7 trvell in birth againe 
wntill Chrift be formed tn you. After that he hath beenc 
> Fformedinourhearts,he is arfirit but as a babe there, 
yet reſteth not at that ſtay : bur as in his naturall bo- 
: Luke 2-52: dy hee © zzcreaſed zu ſtature, ſo incvery part of his 
myſticall body kee hath ſet for himſelfe a certaine 
meaſare of ſtature, and a fulnege of growth; which 
being attained unto, a Chriftian is thereby made #4 
perfert man. And for this end alſo doth the Apoſtle 
+ Eppet-4+ here ſhew that the Miniſtery was inſtituted, * zhar 
we 
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we henceforth ſhould be no more children (as it is inthe 
wores immediately following my Text), bur that 
we might grow up i#to him inall things, which ts the 
kead,evenChrifl, For the perfeFten which the A- 
poſtle here ſpeaketh of, is nor ro betaken abiolute- 
ly, (as if any abſolute perfection could be tound a- 
mong men in this lite)bur in compariſon with child- 
hood, as the oppoſition is moreclearely made by 
him,in 1 Ccrinth. 14.20. Brethren, be not children in 
wnder ſtanding howbeit in malice be youchilaren, but in 
wnderflanding be perfett,that is to lay, of mans eſtate, 
And,Heb.5.13,14. Every one that uſeth milke, & nx- 
Skilfallinthe word of righteenſneſſe ; for hee ts a babe : 
but flrong meat belangeth to them that are perfect, that 
is that ave of fall age ; 4 our Interpreters have right- 
ly rendred it. | 
Now as there is great difference among men it 
their naturall growth, ſo is there no lefle varietie a- 
mong them allo in reſpec of their ſpirituall ſtature: 
there being ſeverall degrees of this imperfe& kinde 
of perfection here {pokenof; which, according to 
the diverſitie of rimes, places, and perions,may ad- 
mitagreater or aleſler meaſure. For wee may not 
thinke thatthe ſame meaſure of knowledge (for ex- 
ample) is ſufficient for a learned man and an unlear- 
ned; for a Paſtor,and for an ordinarie Chriſtian;tor 
thoſe that lived in the time of darknefle, and them 
that enjoy the light of the Goſpell; for them that 
have the meanes, and them that want it. But accor- 
ding tothe mcaſure of the gift of God, wee muſt 
know notwithſtanding that it 1s required generally 
of all men; that they grow ingrace, and in the know- 
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ledge of our Lord and Saviogr teſis Chriſt, ( 2. Per. v5 


| EpheC4.15. 18,)not in kyowledge onely, but in grace: even! grow 


IG » 


n Heb.13., 
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up into him in aL things which is the bead, as our A- 
poſtte here admoniſheth us. We muſt procced from 
farth to faith, (Rom. 1.17.) that is, from one mea. 
ſureand degree of it unto another : and this being 
the root, and other graces as it werethe branches, if 
ir grow apacec, other graces alſo muſt haſten, and ri- 
pen, and grow proportionably with it :clſe thou 
mayeſt juſt] r ſuſpeR, that thy growth is not ſound, 
and anſwerable to that which the Apoſtle ſheweth 
to be inthe myſticall body of Chriſt, which" ac- 
gording te the effettual{ working in the meaſhre of 
Ever rv part, maketh increaſe of the bodie, unto the e- 
difying of it ſeife in love. The time will not permit 
metoproceed any further : andtherefore here I end, 
n Now the God of peace, that brought againe fromthe 
dead onr Lord leſus, that great Shepheard of the Sheepe, 
through the blood of hu everlafling Covenant make 
you perfett in every good worke to doe hu will, 
working in you that which i well-pleaſing 
in bu fight. throuzh teſus Chriſt x 
ro whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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